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 Direction 

 Hearing From God  

 God gives people Divine Direction 

 The Christian faith is about a relationship with Jesus 

 In a healthy relationship there is communication 

 You’ll get a new passion and a renewed energy 

 You need to learn how to deal with disappointment 

 The very nature of divine direction makes you highly vulnerable to disappointment 

 When you get a word from God you must learn how to deal with the tension between the 

ideal and the real 

  

Exodus 15:23-24 (NIV)“When they came to Marah, they could not drink its water because it was 

bitter. . . . So the people grumbled against Moses, saying, ‘What are we to drink?’” 

  

 Great successes are often followed by failure 

 After every mountaintop comes a valley 

 Divine Direction 

 Disappointment with things 

 Disappointment with circumstances 

 Disappointment with people 

 Why does God lead you to Marahs?  

  

Exodus 15:25 (NIV) “There the Lord made a decree . . . and there he tested them”  

  

 Our character is not tested in the spectacular successes  

 Our character is tested in the daily irritations 

 The difference between the Red Sea and the experience at Marah is that God’s character was 

revealed at the Red Sea, but man’s character was revealed at Marah. 

  

Psalm 34:18 (NIV) “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in 

spirit”   

  

Exodus 15:26 (NIV) “listen carefully to the voice of the Lord” 

  

Exodus 3:1-3 (ESV) Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of 

Midian, and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain 

of God. 2 And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. 

He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, “I will 

turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” 4 When the Lord saw that he 

turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I 

am.” 



Exodus 13:1 (NKJV) Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 

 

Exodus 14:1 (NKJV) Now the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 

 

Exodus 14:15 (NKJV) And the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of 

Israel to go forward. 

 

To Get Direction: 

 

1st) I need to mind my BUSINESS.  

 

Exodus 3:1 (ESV) Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of 

Midian, 

 

 Stay in your lane 

 Don’t tend to other people’s sheep 

 Mind your business 

 

He had the right  ATTITUDE 

 

 An attitude of submission   

 You surrender in advance   

 He spent forty years in Pharaoh’s court learning to be somebody 

 He spent forty years in the wilderness learning to be a nobody 

 Then he spent the final forty years of his life being God’s Somebody 

  

Exodus 4 (NIV) Then the Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?” “A staff,” he replied. 

 

 What did you do with Jesus?  

 What is in your hand? 

  

The Staff Represents: 

 

A) IDENTITY 

 

 Every occupation has its own symbol.   

 He was a shepherd 

 

B) INCOME 

 

 It’s not only a symbol of his identity but it’s a symbol of his income 

 

Proverbs 27:23 (NIV) Be sure you know the condition of your flocks, give careful attention to 

your herds  

   

C) INFLUENCE 



 To hear from God we have to put him first 

 

2nd) I need to spend TIME WITH GOD. 

 

Exodus 3:1b (ESV) and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the 

mountain of God.  

 

 This is where Moses first met God 

 If I’m going to hear from God I need to schedule a meeting and keep it 

 

Psalm 39:4-7 (NKJV) “Lord, make me to know my end, And what is the measure of my days, 

That I may know how frail I am. Indeed, You have made my days as handbreadths, 

And my age is as nothing before You; Certainly every man at his best state is but vapor.   

Surely every man walks about like a shadow; Surely they busy themselves in vain; 

He heaps up riches, And does not know who will gather them.  “And now, Lord, what do I wait 

for? My hope is in You. 

 

3rd) I need to learn to BEHOLD.  

 

Exodus 3:2 (ESV) And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of 

a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. 

 

 To behold means - to perceive through sight or apprehension : to observe or to gaze upon 

 God was going to great lengths to get Moses attention 

 When I’m Beholding, I’m Waiting 

 Ask God a specific question and then wait for God to answer  

 

3 Benefits of Waiting on God: 

 

A) Waiting on God builds STRENGTH. 

 

Is. 40:31 (ESV) But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up 

with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 

 

 Stay connected while you’re waiting 

 

B) Waiting is a time of GROWING. 

 

Lamentations 3:25-26 (NIV) The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who 

seeks him; 26 it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. 

 

C) Waiting shows TRUST. 

 

Psalm 27:14 (ESV) Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the 

Lord! 

 



James 1:5-6 “If you want to know what God wants you to do, ask him, and he will gladly tell 

you, for he’s always ready to give wisdom to those who ask him; he won’t resent it.  But when 

you ask him, be sure that you expect him to tell you.”   

 

4th) I Need To Be AVAILABLE.  

 

Exodus 3:4 (ESV) When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the 

bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 

 

Job 33:14 (NCV) God does speak—sometimes one way and sometimes another—even though 

people may not understand it.” 

 

 The question to ask is, “How do I tune in so that I can hear him?” 

 

4 Ways God Speaks: 

 

A) God speaks to us through the BIBLE. 

 

B) God speaks to us through TEACHERS. 

 

C) God speaks to us through IMPRESSIONS. 

 

D) God speaks to us through our CIRCUMSTANCES. 

  

 

 

 

 


