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 God’s Mercy and Grace 

 

Matthew 28:1-10 (ESV) 28 Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, 

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great 

earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone 

and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear 

of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do 

not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has 

risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples that 

he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. 

See, I have told you.” 8 So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran 

to tell his disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and 

took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and 

tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.” 

  

2 Characteristics of God 

  

Luke 1:78 (GW) A new day will dawn on us from above because our God is loving and merciful. 

He will give light to those who live in the dark and in death’s shadow. He will guide us into the 

way of peace.”  

  

John 1:17 (ESV) For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 

Christ. 

  

 Mercy and Grace 

  

MERCY: undeserved forgiveness & unearned kindness 

  

GRACE: The free and unmerited favor of God, as manifested in salvation for those who need it 

and blessings to those who don’t deserve it.  

  

 Mercy is shown and Grace is given 

  

Luke 1:30 (GW) Don’t be afraid, Mary. You have found favor with God. 

  

 When do I need God’s mercy and grace in my life?  

 What difference does it make?  

 

I Need God’s Mercy and Grace: 

 

1st) When I Feel SHAME. 



Matt. 26:75 (ESV) and Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, before the rooster crows you will 

deny me three times, and he went out and wept bitterly. 

 

 Ashamed 

 

I need God’s mercy when I’ve MESSED up 

  

2 Tim. 2:13 (ESV) if we are faithless, he remains faithful— 

  

 We are all messed up 

 We can’t talk about it 

 Think about King David - Israel’s greatest king  

 He was a man after God’s own heart 

 Is it possible to be struggling so deeply yet still long for God at the same time? 

 Where does that leave us who do things that make Jesus want to drink gin out of a cat dish? 

 

Romans 3:23 (ESV) “For All have sinned.”  

  

1 John 1:8 (ESV) “If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.”  

 

1 John 1:9 (ESV) If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

  

James 3:2 (ESV) “We all stumble in many ways.”  

 

 The question is how does God respond to me and you when we mess up?  

 He shows mercy and gives me grace 

 If I ask God for mercy and grace when I’ve messed up.  

 

God’s mercy FORGIVES me and God’s grace FREES me. 

  

2nd) When I get ANGRY. 

  

 Almost all anger in our lives comes from either fear or frustration 

 Anger is a warning light that says you’re afraid or you’re frustrated 

 I need God’s mercy and grace when I don’t have what I need. 

  

Hab. 1:2-5 (ESV) O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not hear? Or cry to you 

“Violence!” and you will not save? Why do you make me see iniquity, and why do you idly look 

at wrong? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention arise. So the law is 

paralyzed, and justice never goes forth. For the wicked surround the righteous; so justice goes 

forth perverted.  

 

 Do you ever feel like that? 

  

A) God understands your PAIN 



Psalm 34:18 (ESV) The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit. 

  

B) God invites your QUESTIONS 

 

 Feel free to pour out your heart to him 

 

Psalm 56: 8(ESV) You have kept count of my tossings; put my tears in your bottle. Are they not 

in your book? 

  

 Listen 

 Open your hurting heart to him and he will speak 

 God deeply cares about us and will never abandon us 

 It’s usually at your deepest time of need that he meets you, comforts you, and lifts you into a 

place where the healing can finally begin 

 If I ask for God’s mercy and grace when I’m frustrated. 

 

God’s mercy and grace will allow me to see God in a NEW WAY 

 

3rd) When I’m AFRAID. 

  

 Everybody has secret fears 

 

I need God’s mercy and grace when I’m facing the UNKNOWN. 

  

Matthew 6:34 (ESV) So don’t be anxious about tomorrow. God will take care of your tomorrow 

too. Live one day at a time. 

  

Mark 14:36 (LB) Father, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take away this cup 

from me. Yet I want your will, not mine.” 

  

 We’re facing the unknown  

 There’s fear 

  

Luke 23:39-43 (ESV) One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not 

the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, 

since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are 

receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” And he said, 

“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” And he said to him, “Truly, I say to 

you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

 

3 Ways We Face the Unknown: 

 

A) We RESIST it. 

 

Luke 23:39 (ESV) One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the 

Christ? Save yourself and us!” 



B) We RESPECT it. 

  

Luke 23:40-41 (ESV) 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are 

under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due 

reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.”  

  

C) We RESIGN to it.  

 

Luke 23:42 (ESV) And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 

 

 If I ask for God’s mercy and grace when I’m facing the unknown: 

 

God’s mercy and grace will SAVE me. 

  

Luke 23:43 (ESV) And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in 

paradise.” 


