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 Having Faith in a Crises 

 James is a book on faith when life isn’t working. 

 Optimistic 

 Realistic 

 

James 1:1-6 (ESV) James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes in 

the Dispersion: Greetings. 2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 

3 for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have 

its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 5 If any of you lacks 

wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. 

6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that 

is driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that person must not suppose that he will receive 

anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 

 

Problems: 

 

1st) Problems are UNAVOIDABLE.   

 

James 1:2 (ESV) Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 

 

 You can count on having problems in your life 

 

John 16:33 (NIV) “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world 

you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

 

1 Peter 4:12 (NIV) Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to 

test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 

 

 Count  

 Consider 

 

2nd) Problems are UNIQUE.  

 

James 1:2 (ESV) Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 

 

 You, generally will have problems 

 You, specifically will have problems 

 

3rd) Problems are RANDOM.  

 



James 1:2c (ESV) Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 

 

 You don’t get to put your problems on a schedule 

 

4th) Problems are PRODUCTIVE.   

 

James 1:3 (ESV) for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 

 

 Problems can have a purpose 

 You’ll never outgrow warfare, you must simply learn to fight 

 Finding the Rhythm of Grace  

 

How God Uses Problems: 

 

A) My Faith Gets TESTED.    

 

James 1:3 (ESV) for you know that the testing of your faith 

 

 It's refining fire when God puts the heat on and allows that in our lives, it burns off stuff that 

isn't important 

 

B) My Endurance Is DEVELOPED.  

 

James 1:3b (ESV) produces steadfastness. 

 

 Problems develop endurance in your life 

 

C) My Character is MATURED.  

 

James 1:4 (ESV) And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, 

lacking in nothing. 

 

How Do I Respond? 

 

1st) REJOICE.  

 

James 1:2 (ESV) Count it all joy, 

 

Psalm 118:24 (ESV) This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Romans 5:3-5 (ESV)"More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 

produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and 

hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit who has been given to us" 

 

 



2nd) REQUEST.  

 

James 1:5 (ESV) If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, 

  

 You want to ask God for wisdom 

 

Jer. 33:3 (ESV) Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that 

you have not known.  

 

James 1:5-7 (PHPS) “If in the process any of you doesn't know how to meet any particular 

problem, you only have to ask God who gives generously to all men without making them feel 

guilty and you may be sure that the necessary wisdom will be given to you.” 

 

 Seek God’s Wisdom 

 

3rd) RELY. 

 

James 1:6 (ESV) But let him ask in faith, 

 

 Trust 

 Relax in the finished work of Jesus 

 

Let Him therefore send and do what He will. By His grace, if we are His, we will face it, bow to 

it, accept it, and give thanks for it. God’s Providence is always executed in the ‘wisest manner’ 

possible. We are often unable to see and understand the reasons and causes for specific events in 

our lives, in the lives of others, or in the history of the world. But our lack of understanding does 

not prevent us from believing God. 

 

4th) REMEMBER.   

 

James 1:12 (ESV) Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood 

the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. 


